
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

God’s Love in Action 
 

Our children are at the heart of everything we do through Christian values and 

relationships.  Living and learning together we celebrate the uniqueness and 

diversity of everyone in our family.  We nurture a sense of self belief, mutual 

respect and belonging through Social Emotional Learning and academic 

excellence.  We are dedicated to building the foundations for happy and 

successful life-long learning. 
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At St Thomas CE Primary School, we strive to unlock the hidden treasures within our children, their families, and the 

community through a culture of lifelong learning. Acknowledging everyone as unique, all God’s children are 

welcomed, valued, and respected, achieving, and thriving in an environment which is safe, stimulating and enriching. 

Everything is underpinned by our School Mission Statement. 

 

 

 

Academies should follow paragraphs 50 to 88 of the Department for Education’s guidance on collective worship in 

schools. The main points of this are detailed below. 

Each pupil must take part in a daily act of collective worship unless they have been withdrawn by their parents, or if in 

the sixth form they have decided to withdraw themselves. This applies to academies with and without a religious 

designation. 

Academies with a religious designation must provide collective worship in accordance with the tenets and practices of 

the academy’s designated faith. It can also choose to reflect the other principal religions and those found in the local 

community. 

The above also applies to former voluntary-controlled or foundation schools with a religious designation that have 

converted to academies. They must provide collective worship in accordance with the tenets and practices of the 

academy’s designated faith. 

Academies without a religious designation must provide collective worship that is wholly or mainly of a broadly 

Christian character. A school can reflect the religious backgrounds represented in its community, as long as the 

majority of provision is broadly Christian. 

Academies without a religious designation can apply via the ESFA to the Secretary of State for exemption from 

providing broadly Christian collective worship for some or all of its pupils. In its application, it will be asked to give 

1. Curriculum Vision 

2. National Curriculum 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/collective-worship-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/collective-worship-in-schools


reasons for the application (such as consideration of the family background of pupils), details of consultation with 

governors and parents, and of proposals for future collective worship. 

 

 

 

Why do learners at St Thomas CE Primary School need to study R.E?  

We are dedicated to promoting St. Thomas’ as a happy, positive, and successful experience for children and their 

families. We want our school to be a place where our children and our community lay good foundations for a secure, 

happy, useful, and meaningful future and relationships. 

As a Church of England school with a range of faiths, we see the spiritual development of our children important, and 

the Religious Education experienced in school plays a vital part in this. We want to aid our children on their own 

spiritual journey, whatever form that may take and to develop the Christian values that link to our Christian Vision. We 

also seek to develop a sense of ‘…self-belief, mutual respect and belonging.’ 

Children are taught to understand and respect the importance of religious beliefs in the world around them. We aim to 

ensure that the RE curriculum is challenging, dynamic and relevant to pupils of all ages giving them a better 

understanding of the world that they live in. 

St Thomas CE Primary School is committed to a high standard of Religious Education which is appropriate to the age 

and background of our pupils. 

In St Thomas CE Primary School Religious Education will: 

· Enable pupils to achieve knowledge and understanding of Christianity, especially as represented by the Church of 

England 

· Enable pupils to achieve knowledge and understanding of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain 

· Enable pupils to achieve knowledge and understanding of the influences of religions on peoples’ lives and in society 

3. Intent 

 



· Enable pupils to reflect on and respond to faith in the light of their experiences and the fundamental Christian/British 

Values 

 

 

 

RE is taught one lesson a week focussing on the big question from the CofE ‘Understanding Christianity’ teaching 

scheme and resource as well as The Emmanuel Project scheme and resource by Suffolk Diocese to support the teaching 

of other faiths such Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, Buddhism and Hinduism. 

Our RE teaching addresses key questions for each unit and lesson. The Understanding Christianity curriculum 

encourages pupils to explore core Bible texts, examine the impact for Christians and consider possible implications. 

Each unit incorporates the three elements: 

• Making sense of the text – Where learners develop skills of reading and interpretation; understanding how Christians 

interpret, handle and use biblical texts; whilst making sense of the meanings of texts for Christians 

• Understanding the impact – Where pupils examine ways in which Christians respond to biblical texts and teachings, 

and how they put their beliefs into action in diverse ways within the Christian community and in the world 

• Making connections – Where pupils evaluate, reflect on and connect the texts and concepts studied, and discern 

possible connections between these and pupils’ own lives and ways of understanding the world 

RE is taught through: 

· Role play, hot seating, and drama. 

· Story telling. 

· Discussion and debate. 

· Written reflections 

· Reflections through Art, Music, and Film 

4. Implementation 



· Visits to the Church, Synagogue, Mosque, Buddhist temple, Gurdwara 

· Quizzes 

· Use of visitors 

In Early Years Foundation Stage, the children develop their understanding of the world, through practical activities, by 

learning about religion by doing, talking, listening, acting out and experiencing through their senses. All children are 

encouraged to make sense of their world by being given opportunities to explore and observe three of the core 

concepts of ‘The Big Story’ – creation, salvation, and incarnation. 

In Key Stage One, the children continue to develop their knowledge and understanding of religions whilst identifying 

features of religion and becoming more familiar with religions influence on their own community. They are beginning 

to identify features of religion and how these may influence themselves and others through five of the core concepts of 

‘The Big Story’ – creation, incarnation, salvation, God, and gospel. 

In Key Stage Two, the children aim to extend their knowledge and understanding of religions locally and worldwide. 

All children are encouraged to use specific vocabulary when exploring their curiosity and must create increasingly 

challenging higher-order questions about religious beliefs, values, and human life. They make links between values 

and commitments, and their own attitudes and behaviour, as well as making links between religions and describe some 

similarities and differences both within and between religions. They are given the opportunity to express their own 

ideas and opinions in the response to the religious materials they come across. The ability to ‘dig deep’ and give 

reasons for their beliefs and opinions is vital at this stage of learning to ensure all children are challenged through six of 

the core concepts of ‘The Big Story’ – creation, incarnation, salvation, God of Kingdom, People of God, and gospel. 

Our commitment to providing our children with a diverse outlook on the world they live in, is enforced with each class 

having another religion to focus their comparisons to. This Multi-Faith coverage is shown below in our Long-Term 

Curriculum Plan 

 

 

 
5. Impact and assessment  



The intended impact of our curriculum is that children build semantic and procedural knowledge. Children will have a 

wider understanding of the world’s religions, particularly Christianity, and be able to compare them. Children will 

have an enriched experience of local and worldwide people and places of various religions. They will have developed 

their own views on world issues. They will be able to speak confidently, and they will feel comfortable and confident 

when debating their own opinions when discussing religion with others. 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting 

· Yearly Written Report 

· Weekly Planning sheets including Evaluations and Next Steps 

· Annual Assessments recorded 

· Coordinator monitoring 

 

Spiritual, Moral Social and Cultural development 

Their spiritual development within RE enriches and encourages the pupils’ discovery of God the creator, 

of their ‘inmost being’ and of the wonder of the environment. Their moral development is based on the 

teachings of Jesus Christ, which offer pupils a secure foundation stone on which to make decisions and 

build their lives. 

Their social development enriches pupils’ understanding of what it means to live in a Muslim community 

and go to school in a Christian community where Jesus’ command to love one another is put into 

practice. Their cultural development provides opportunities to develop an understanding of Christianity 

as a worldwide, multi-cultural faith that has an impact on the lives of millions of people. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYFS: Why do Christians perform nativity plays at Christmas? 

EYFS 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y1: Why does Christmas matter to Christians? 

Year 1 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y2: How do some Muslims show Allah is compassionate and merciful?  

Year 2 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y3: How does the story of Rama and Sita inspire Hindus to follow their dharma?  

 

Year 3 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y4: What is the Trinity? 

Year 4 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y5: What is holiness for Jewish people: a place, a time, an object, or something else?  

 

Year 5 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y6: Was Jesus the Messiah? 

Year 6 

 



 

 

All teaching staff receive 1:1 instructional coaching, delivered by a trained coach from the senior 

leadership team. These fortnightly meetings follow a programme based around cognitive load theory 

and quality first teaching. Staff questionnaires and audits are completed at two points in a year, to 

signpost subject knowledge support. Subject leaders have a 1:1 session, each half term, with senior 

leaders, to develop action plans and support for their curriculum area. Teachers also receive 1:1 

coaching with either the subject lead or our lead practitioner in planning and delivering a science unit. 

Teachers are provided with: 

• Access to ‘Understanding Christianity’ planning and resources. 

• Access to the ‘Emmanuel Project’ planning and resources. 

• Links and visits to the local Mosque, Pagoda, and church through LIEP. 

• Support with planning and delivery by the subject lead. 

• Subject lead receives training through BEP and the R.E leaders conference. 
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