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History 

Rationale 

God’s Love in Action 
 

Our children are at the heart of everything we do through Christian values and 

relationships.  Living and learning together we celebrate the uniqueness and 

diversity of everyone in our family.  We nurture a sense of self belief, mutual 

respect and belonging through Social Emotional Learning and academic 

excellence.  We are dedicated to building the foundations for happy and 

successful life-long learning. 
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At St Thomas, we believe that History stimulates children’s interest and understanding of the lives of people who 

have lived in the past and how this will shape our future. History also helps children to understand the complexity of 

people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of society and relationships between different groups as well as 

their own identity and challenges of their time. We aim to build on children’s knowledge so that children leave with 

a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. We will teach children the 

skills required to be a good historian; how to research and gather information, as well as how to question 

information gathered for authenticity, perspective, and reliability. Children will have access to a wide range of 

resources to aid them in their discovery, and opportunities across the curriculum to present, test and evaluate their 

historical knowledge. Our vision is that children will be confident, creative, and independent learners who delve 

deeper and make connections to the past and the world which they live in now. 

 

 

The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils: - know and understand the history of these islands as a 

coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this 

nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world - know and understand significant 

aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; 

characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind - gain and deploy a 

historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ - 

understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and 

significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions and 

create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses - understand the methods of historical 

enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting 

arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed - gain historical perspective by placing their growing 

knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international 

1. Curriculum Vision 

2. National Curriculum 
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history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term 

timescales. 

Early Years Framework 

Understanding the World  

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The 

frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around 

them – from visiting parks, libraries, and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, 

nurses, and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes, and poems will foster 

their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically, and ecologically diverse world. As well as building 

important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching 

and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 

 

 

 

Why do learners at St Thomas CE Academy need to study History?  

At St Thomas, we believe that History stimulates children’s interest and understanding of the lives of people who have 

lived in the past and how this will shape our future. History also helps children to understand the complexity of people’s 

lives, the process of change, the diversity of society and relationships between different groups as well as their own 

identity and challenges of their time. We aim to develop children’s understanding of substantive concepts, which are 

revisited throughout different units and are identified in the overview below.  

CUSP History draws upon prior learning, wherever the content is taught. For example, in the EYFS, pupils may learn 

about the past and present through daily activities, exploring through change, and understanding more about the lives 

of others through books and visitors as well as their own experiences. These experiences are drawn upon and used to 

position new learning in KS1. 

3. Intent 
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The structure is built around the principles of advancing cumulative knowledge, chronology, change through cause 

and consequence, as well as making connections within and throughout periods of time studied. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CUSP History is planned so that the retention of knowledge is much more than just ‘in the moment knowledge’. The 

cumulative nature of the curriculum is made memorable by the implementation of Bjork’s desirable difficulties, 

including retrieval and spaced retrieval practice, word building and deliberate practice tasks. This powerful 

interrelationship between structure and research-led practice is designed to increase substantive knowledge and 

accelerate learning within and between study modules. That means the foundational knowledge of the curriculum is 

positioned to ease the load on the working memory: new content is connected to prior learning.  
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The effect of this cumulative model supports opportunities for children to associate and connect with significant periods 

of time, people, places, and events.  

CUSP History strategically incorporates a range of modules that revisit, elaborate and sophisticate key concepts, 

events, people, and places. 

A guiding principle of CUSP History is that pupils become ‘more expert’ with each study and grow an ever broadening 

and coherent mental timeline. This guards against superficial, disconnected, and fragmented understanding of the past. 

Specific and associated historical vocabulary is planned sequentially and cumulatively from Year 1 to Year 6. High 

frequency, multiple meaning words (Tier 2) are taught alongside and help make sense of subject specific words (Tier 

3). Each learning module in history has a vocabulary module with teacher guidance, tasks, and resources. 

CUSP fulfils and goes well beyond the expectations of the National Curriculum as we believe there is no ceiling to what 

pupils can learn if the architecture and practice is founded in evidence-led principles. 
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For children to know more and remember more in each area of history studied, the lesson sequence is structured so 

that prior learning is always considered and opportunities for revision and retrieval of key dates, events and facts are 

built into lessons.  
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We have added 'do now' sections at the start of lessons that often revisit the key substantive knowledge taken from the 

linked knowledge organiser. Multiple choice quizzes also provide great opportunities to help make the key knowledge 

stick. This all allows for revision to become part of good practice and ultimately helps build a depth to children’s 

historical understanding. Through revisiting and consolidating skills, our lessons and resources help children build on 

prior knowledge alongside introducing new skills and challenge. Revision and introduction of key vocabulary is built 

into each lesson. This vocabulary is then included in knowledge organisers and knowledge notes, display materials 

and additional resources to ensure that children are allowed opportunities to repeat and revise this knowledge.  

Through these lessons, we intend to inspire pupils and practitioners to develop a love of history and see how it has 

shaped the world they live in. It is important for children to understand that the past influences the present and the 

future. We want to encourage children to learn that they can’t change history but what they can do is learn about it and 

learn from it then use this information to help shape a better future. 

Each lesson is supported by: 

• Do Now  

• Prior knowledge retrieval activities 

• Concept enquiry questions 

• Hinge-point questions 

• Exit ticket quizzes. 

• Artefacts  

• Textbooks and video links using Curriculum visions. 

• Newspapers and reference texts 

• CUSP History planning and resources 
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Feature Function 

Connect 

(Do Now) 

 

To recall prior learning related to the last lesson to help the child know and 

remember more and make connections within their learning. Taken from the whole 

module progression for science recall/retrieving knowledge so all children meet 

end points to pivot to their next year’s learning. 

Explain 

 

An enquiry discussion question or theory based around the lesson’s learning. This 

probes children’s understanding and misconceptions and allows time for 

discussion, debate, and initial ideas. The vocabulary will be discussed and 

explained by the teacher. 

Example 

(I do) 

 

The class teacher will model substantive knowledge (and model the skills necessary 

for disciplinary knowledge) to achieve the sequenced learning objective for that 

lesson. The steps for learning will be explicitly taught through the teaching of 

success criteria. 

Attempt 

(We do) 

 

Using partner work, the children will practice the skills necessary to achieve the 

learning objective. The teacher will guide children in groups, individually or as a 

class. This is to be used as an ‘Assessment for Learning’ opportunity by the teacher 

to assess if the children are ready to move on. 

Check for understanding  

(Hinge-point questioning)  

 

Around ¾ of the way through the lesson, the teacher will use a hinge-point question, 

which will probe their understanding. This is used as an ‘assessment for learning’ 

tool to identify which children need further support or ‘reteach’ to achieve the 

learning objective. 

Apply 

(You do) 

The children will complete an independent task (or work in a small group when 

completing an investigation) to show that they can independently apply the skills 

necessary to achieve the learning objective. 

Exit ticket 

 

An assessment question (linked to the learning objective) is completed 

independently at the end of every lesson. These questions are cumulative, allowing 

for continual retrieval of prior knowledge. 
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Accompanying each module is a Knowledge Organiser which contains key vocabulary, information, and concepts 

which all pupils are expected to understand and retain. They support vocabulary and concept acquisition through a 

well-structured sequence that is cumulative. Each Knowledge organiser supplies answers to questions that eventually 

link back to the cumulative quizzing, focussing on key content to be learnt and understood. Knowledge Organisers are 

dual coded to provide pupils with visual calls to aid understanding and recall. Knowledge Organisers are referenced 

throughout each module. Knowledge notes are locational points of reference communicating what pupils will KNOW. 

They communicate the lesson question supports explicit vocabulary instruction. 
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SEND Support 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL pupils will take part in all the lesson sequences, but we need to be clear about the critical core content for pupils 

with SEND. Teachers make reasonable adjustments as shown above to ensure SEND children can access the content 

within the classroom.  
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We want to ensure that history is loved by teachers and pupils across school, therefore encouraging them to want to 

continue building on this wealth of historical knowledge and understanding, now and in the future. Progression across 

the school can also be measured through key questioning skills built into lessons, child-led assessment (such as 

success criteria grids) and low-stakes assessment (such as retrieval quizzes and summative assessments), all of which 

inform and target next steps in learning. 

Assessment tools 

Assessment for learning strategies: Think-pair-share, AFL corners, cold calling, show-me boards, and probing 

questions.  

Do Now questions are used to show independence of the children. These questions focus on knowledge the children 

should already now and be able to independently apply. 

Hinge-point questioning is used by teachers to assess ‘hinge knowledge’ which is essential for tackling 

misconceptions.  

Exit Tickets link directly to each lesson learning objects assessing everyone's individual understanding every lesson 

and allowing for any misconceptions to be addressed in the next lesson.  

 

 

 

 

5. Impact and assessment  
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Y1 expectation: To compare the lives of different significant nurses. 

 

Year 1: Significant individuals 
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Y2 expectation: To identify ways in which London changed from 1666. 

Year 2: The Great Fire of London 
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Year 3 expectation: understand the purpose of the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain. 

 

 

Year 3: The Romans 
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Y4 expectation: examine the achievements of the earliest civilisations: Ancient Egypt. 

Year 4: Ancient Egypt 
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Y5 expectation: To explore the changes in religious beliefs within periods of the Ancient Greeks 

Year 5: Ancient Greece 
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Y6 expectation: To explain the ways the industrial revolution changed employment in Britain. 

Year 6: Windrush 
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All teaching staff receive 1:1 instructional coaching, delivered by a trained coach from the senior 

leadership team. These fortnightly meetings follow a programme based around cognitive load theory 

and quality first teaching. Staff questionnaires and audits are completed at two points in a year, to 

signpost subject knowledge support. Subject leaders have a 1:1 session, each half term, with senior 

leaders, to develop action plans and support for their curriculum area. Teachers also receive 1:1 

coaching with either the subject lead or our lead practitioner in planning and delivering a history unit. 

Teachers are provided with: 

• Completed knowledge organisers. 

• Detailed medium-term planning 

• Access to resources and planning from CUSP History. 

• Curriculum visions videos and interactive multimedia 
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